APPENDIX.

out the particular spot where each was composed..
Holding the plough was a favourite situation
with Robert for poetic composition, and some
of his best verses were produced while he was at
that exercise. Several of the poems were pro-
duced for the purpose of bringing forward some
favourite sentiment of the author. He used to
remark to me, that he could not well conceive
a more mortifying picture of human life, than a
man seeking work. In casting about in his
mind how this sentiment might be brought for-
ward,, the elegy Man was made to mourn^ was
composed. Robert had frequently remarked to
me that he thought there was something pecu-
liarly venerable in the phrase, " Let us wor-
" ship God," used by a decent sober head of a
family introducing family worship. To this sen-
timent of the author the world is indebted for
the Cotter s Saturday JVight* The hint of the
plan, and title of the poem, were taken from
Fergusson's Farmers Ingle. When Robert had
not some pleasure in view in which I was not
thought j&t to participate, we used frequently to
walk together when the weather was favourable,
on the Sunday afternoons, (those precious breath-
ing-times to the labouring part of the commu-
nity) and enjoyed such Sundays as would
make one regret to see their number abridged*
It was in one of these walks that I first had
the pleasure of hearing the author repeat the

Cotter's